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purposes of the fiction writer in the same way that Martians are used by modern novelists.
By the year 1905 the dirigible balloon had become established. The Zeppelin, the Parseval, the Lebaudy, the Baldwin, and the Gross, even the dilatory British military dirigible, were the topic of the day, until, the newspapers grew weary of what was no longer even a mild sensation. Airship factories sprang up. Governments began to project airships in secret.
FIG. 12.   LEPPIG'S BALLOON, 1812 It was to be driven by a fin propeller, worked by band.
The principle of the dirigible balloon was condemned by some authorities, notably Sir Hiram Maxim, who wrote as follows in the Times of February 26, 1908. The letter is quoted here extensively because it sums up the arguments usually used by those who did not believe in the dirigible balloon. In view of the achievements of the Zeppelin and other airships, Maxim subsequently modified his opinion slightly, and even made suggestions in the design of dirigible balloons; at the same time he has never wavered in his belief that the future lies in heavier-than-air machines.
" Take that triumph of engineering skill, the ' Nulli Secundus/" wrote Maxim. "The gas-bag, which was sausage-shaped and 25 feet in diameter, was a beautiful